
Summer 2019 Graduate Courses 
 

 
Course Title Duration Start End Mode Instructor 

COM 304 (Sec. 001) Freedom of Speech/Press 4 Weeks 5/20/2019 6/14/2019 Online Dr. Joe Blaney 

COM 320 (Sec. 001) Mass Media Cultural Criticism 4 Weeks 5/20/2019 6/14/2019 Online Dr. Lauren Bratslavsky 

COM 321 (Sec. 001) Campaign Com Message Design 4 Weeks 5/20/2019 6/14/2019 Online Dr. Joseph Zompetti 

COM 325 (Sec. 001) Interpersonal Com 4 Weeks 5/20/2019 6/14/2019 Online Dr. Aimee Miller-Ott 

COM 329 (Sec. 001) Organizational Com 4 Weeks 5/20/2019 6/14/2019 Online Dr. Lance Lippert 

COM 360 (Sec. 001) Mass Theory/Effects 4 Weeks 7/15/2019 8/9/2019 Online Dr. Phil Chidester 

COM 367 (Sec. 001) Ethical Problems Mass 4 Weeks 6/17/2019 7/12/2019 Online Dr. Maria Moore 

COM 372 (Sec. 001) Intercultural Com 4 Weeks 6/17/2019 7/12/2019 Online Dr. John Baldwin 

COM 375 (Sec. 001) Leadership Com 4 Weeks 5/20/2019 6/14/2019 Online Dr. Pete Smudde 

COM 400 Independent Study All Weeks 5/20/2019 8/9/2019 Arranged Arranged 

COM 496 (Sec. 001) Seminar Rhetoric Theory 6 Weeks 7/1/2019 8/9/2019 Face-to-Face Dr. Joseph Zompetti 

COM 498 Internship All Weeks 5/20/2019 8/9/2019 Arranged Arranged 

COM 499 Thesis Hours All Weeks 5/20/2019 8/9/2019 Arranged Graduate Coordinator 

 



 

Summer 2019 

COM  496 

SEMINAR  IN  RHETORICAL  THEORY: 

Rhetoric of Fake News 

Instructor:  Dr. Zompetti 

July 1-Aug 9, MTWRF (times TBA) 

 

Overview: We will focus on interrogating, and problematizing the intersections between rhetoric and so-called “fake 

news,” with special emphasis on the use of fake news as a rhetorical strategy in political communication.  We will look at 

the rhetoric of fake news, rhetoric about fake news, and fake news as a type of rhetorical enactment. Students will choose 

the texts we will explore.   

 

Who should take this course? The course is intended for students with no background in rhetoric as well as 

rhetorical veterans.  For students not well-versed in rhetoric, we will begin the course with a brief introduction of 

rhetorical theories and methods of criticism.  For the student with previous rhetorical experience, we will highlight key 

primary and secondary texts of various rhetorical perspectives for advanced study.  Although we will be very direct and 

specific in our study of rhetoric, students interested in philosophy, culture, politics, social justice, or simply anything 

ideological should consider this course. 

 

How will we study rhetoric & fake news?  The course is primarily reading and discussion-oriented.  Except for a 

couple of “lectures” in the beginning, everyone will participate by reading key primary and secondary sources concerning 

theoretical material, fake news issues in general, and the intersection between fake news and rhetoric. In addition to the 

readings, students will share their own interests in fake news as items for discussion. We will explore areas such as “post-

truth,” propaganda, and the use of social media regarding fake news. We will not specifically examine satirical political 

communication since it is only tendentially related and can be an entire course on its own. 

 

How will the course be graded? What assignments will there be?  The grading will be simple -- you do the 

readings, you show up, we have discussions, and then there will be one writing project. If you do all of that, it is an A. If 

you do most of the readings and show up most of the time, then that's a B. And so on. The paper project -- one of two 

options. Option #1: you do an individual paper. You will submit an initial draft, receive feedback from me, then submit a 

final draft at the end -- so there will be a review and rough draft process. Option #2: Since there will most likely just be a 

few of us, we can all work on a paper together, then submit it to a conference and/or journal with everyone as co-authors. 

 

Logistics: We will definitely have the course during the dates mentioned above. And, most of the course will be face-to-

face. But, part of the course may be online (a hybrid course), and the times we will meet will be determined later. 

 

 
 


